Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday
Sunday
Daily Mass
RCIA
Holy Hour
Rosary
Prayer Group
Holidays

4:00 PM
9:00 & 11:30 AM
12:10 PM
Tues 6:30 PM
Mon-Fri 11:00 AM
Mon-Fri 11:30 AM
1st & 3rd Wed 6:45 PM
9:00 AM

The Staff

Pastor - Msgr. Michael Shershanovich
e-mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com
Priest in Residence - Rev. Geoffrey Deeker, CSS
Deacon - Rev. Mr. Pasqual Baldasaro
Most. Rev. Timothy McDonnell in Residence
Coordinator of Youth Religious Education
John Arasimowicz//e-mail:stjosephccd@berkshire.rr.com
Secretary - Michele Madden
e-mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com
Pastoral Minister-Mrs. Patricia Momnie

St. Joseph’s Parish Office

414 North Street. Pittsfield, MA 01201
Tel: (413) 445-5789//Fax: (413) 443-5466
Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
Web site: www.stjoepittsfield.com
PRAYER LINE 413-443-1221

St. Joseph’s Cemetery

Superintendent - Jay Meehan
Secretary - Nancy Nolan
Tel: (413) 499-1317
Sacrament of Baptism - New parents are expected to
complete a course of instruction. Please consult the parish
office for classes.
Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturdays 3:00-3:45 PM
Sacrament of Matrimony- Couples should contact the
parish office at least one year prior to the wedding.
New Parishioners - Register at the parish office. We look
forward to welcoming you to the parish family.
Ministry to the Sick - Parishioners confined to home
have visitations that are scheduled on a regular basis. Please
notify the parish office to make arrangements.
Religious Education Classes - St. Joseph’s High
School following the 9:00 AM Mass for all public school
students, grades K-11, and parochial students preparing for
Sacraments.

WHO ARE SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE?

JULY 26TH FEASTDAY OF STs. JOACHIM
AND ANNE

DZIĘKUJĘ
THANK YOU
On behalf of the Polish Picnic Committee, I would like to
express thanks to ALL who helped with the picnic on last
Sunday, the 17th. The workers, cookers, runners,
sellers, cleaners, buyers, and financial donors proved
that many hands, minds, and people all come together
to make for a successful 50th Anniversary of this event.
Everyone worked hard and long and I appreciate every
single person's efforts to make this so wonderful. May
God bless you as you have joined together for the good
of the Parish. Thank you! John A., Chairman of the
Picnic.

Thank you to all who helped make our picnic a success
again this year. A special shout out to those who started
volunteering weekly in May, thanks to all of you we
were able to pinch 1900 cabbage pierogi, 2300 cheese
pierogi, roll 2800 gloumbki and make more quarts of
kapusta than you can imagine. Most of all the polish
food sold out again this year. Thanks again to all. Debbie

Saints Joachim and Anne are the father and mother of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. How wonderful that Jesus has
grandparents! St. Joachim and St. Anne remind us of
the mystery of the Incarnation: God truly became man
and entered into a human family that included not only
his mother Mary and father Joseph, but their parents,
and their parents, and their parents. However,
becoming grandparents – or even parents – must have
seemed like a far-off dream for much of Joachim and
Anne’s married life. Tradition holds that these saints
struggled with infertility and were childless for decades.
Like other barren couples in Scripture sterility was a
great burden to Joachim and Anne and even a
hindrance to their participation in community life. A
story told of St. Joachim relates that he wanted to offer
sacrifice in the temple but was turned away because of
his childlessness. He retreated into the mountains to air
his grievance with God. While Anne, grieved by his
disappearance and by her barrenness, solemnly
promised God that, if given a child, she would dedicate
it to the Lord’s service. During this time both received
the vision of an angel, who announced that Anne would
conceive and bear a most wondrous child. The couple
rejoiced at the birth of their daughter, whom Anne
named Mary. When the child was three years old,
Joachim and Anne, in fulfillment of her divine promise,
brought Mary to the Temple at Jerusalem, where they
left her to be brought up. It is no stretch to imagine
that St. Joachim and St. Anne laid the groundwork for
Mary’s faith, preparing her to answer one day to the
angel Gabriel. St. Joachim and St. Anne are the patron
saints of grandparents and infertile couples.

ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION PARISH
annual summer parish picnic
In honor of their patron, St. Mary of the Assumption. The
day will begin with an outdoor Mass on Sunday, August
14th, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. on the parish grounds located at
159 Church Street, Cheshire, MA. After Mass, join us for
delicious foods and beverages including: hamburgers,
cheeseburgers, hot dogs, sausage, corn on the cob, chips,
soft drinks, watermelon and ice cream sundaes. This
amazing day will also include: 50/50 raffle, live band,
horses, fun and games for the kiddos and so much more.
All are welcome so bring a friend or the whole family!
Admission: $5.00 for adults & $4.00 for children. All
proceeds go to support our parish. Hope you can join us
and help make it a record turnout.

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH—PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
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XAVERIAN MISSIONARIES
Archbishop Guido Maria Corti, a Bishop whose heart embraced the World, fulfilled his life-long dream to serve the
mission of the Church by founding the Xaverian Missionaries in 1895. On World Mission Sunday - October 23rd, 2011,
Pope Benedict XVI at St. Peter's Basilica in Rome proclaimed him a Saint. Today, over nine hundred Xaverian priests,
brothers and sisters bring God's love to people on every continent. From the very beginning of our history, we have
enjoyed the collaboration and cooperation of many friends and benefactors through the world. It is, however, the loyal
support of generous friends in the United States, which enables us to increase and multiply our works of mercy. Whenever
we have been able to build a church or a seminary, a school or a hospital, a youth center or a farming project this has been
made possible through the generous contributions of our friends and benefactors here in the States. These partners in
mission are truly the ones who make possible the training of future local priests, brothers and sisters, who provide much
needed medicines and facilitate the development of all the skills needed for missionary work. These friends and
benefactors have consciously chosen to be with us as together we make the love of Jesus visible in every corner of the
world. Ultimately, in all we do, our purpose is to facilitate the formation of one human family" by enabling people to
become agents of both their spiritual and material destinies through a personal commitment to Jesus' commandment of
love. You, too, can SHARE in these mission efforts through your prayers, through your financial aid and through
encouraging the youth in your parish to answer their call to be missionaries. Thank you for supporting, through our
missionary activities, the MISSION OF THE CHURCH. Through your support you form together with us, THE
XAVERIAN FAMILY.

INTERCULTURAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP EVENT
July 30 – 31 Banquet and showcase celebrates Israeli, Palestinian, American teen leadership program produced by Music
in Common and Artsbridge Williamstown, MA – On Saturday July 30 and Sunday July 31 local residents and visitors to
the area will have the rare opportunity to meet a delegation of 25 Israeli, Palestinian, and American high school students
who have been living and working together at the Buxton School for the Artsbridge Intercultural Leadership Program.
Students arrived on July 9th and have been engaging in daily dialogue and working on visual art, film, photography, and
music projects. The Artsbridge model of reflective dialogue teaches students how to listen to one another and to ask
questions out of curiosity and interest while the art programs teach participants how to work together, think creatively,
and communicate constructively. Their art works will be publicly presented for the first time at the banquet and
showcase. The banquet takes place on Saturday July 30 from 6-9PM at the Buxton School in Williamstown, MA. This
intimate evening of engagement includes dinner with the students as well as a sneak peek of their finished artwork, films
and musical performances. There will also be an auction of exciting items, including student and staff artwork! Tickets
are $75 per person and include dinner and performances. All proceeds will offset expenses to produce this year’s
summer program. To purchase tickets for the banquet, please visit http://tiny.cc/lpf1cy or email
info@artsbridgeinstitute.org <mailto:info@artsbridgeinstitute.org> . The showcase takes place on campus the very next
day, Sunday July 31 from 11AM – 3PM. All student works will be displayed, screened, and performed and students will
be on hand to meet guests and talk about their projects and their experiences in the program. Light refreshments will be
available and the event is free and open to the public. For more information, please contact Music in Common executive
director Todd Mack at todd@musicincommon.org <mailto:todd@musicincommon.org> or Artsbridge executive director
Debbie Nathan at deb@artsbridgeinstitute.org <mailto:deb@artsbridgeinstitute.org

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sacrificial Giving
$5,450
Thank you for your generosity!

Congratulations to this week’s

RAFFLE WINNERS
Bishop Timothy McDonnell
David Bouchard

Sat., July 23rd
4:00 PM
Josie Daviau

Sun., July 24th
9:00 AM
Jack Laviolette

Sun., July 24th
11:30 AM
Charles Knappe

Nina Mastrangelo
Nancy Nolan
Daniel Kochapski
Bernadette Scapin
Jeff Vincent
Jim McNeice
Carolyn Rousseau
Donna Quallen
Anne Dunham
Barbara Dalo
MaryKay McClintock J. Weatherwax
Peg Dunlop
John Arasimowicz
Michael Wood

LECTORS
Sharyn Fresia
Elaine LaPierre

Joe Ryan
Jason Street

Robert Bouquet
Anna Stack

CYCLE C
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you." This is a
promise that anyone would love to hear. With these
words Jesus comforts and reassures us. He suggests
that we will be satisfied and welcomed and fulfilled.
His message in today's Gospel assures us that our
heavenly Father loves us even more than earthly
parents love their children. So we can enjoy the
security of knowing that God will take good care of
us. But God's care may not always look exactly the
way we expect it to. His care for us is based on
knowing what is best for us and what will make us
flourish. And, sometimes, what we think we need
isn't really best. It's important to keep this context in
mind. This prevents us from understanding Jesus'
words today in a selfish way. As the end of the
passage makes clear, this asking and seeking that
Jesus refers to is ultimately fulfilled in the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Jesus is promising us that if we ask God
for his Spirit, he will certainly give it to us, his
children. For most of us, we actually received this
gift at our baptism. But have we taken full advantage
of this? Although we may not realize it at first, in
receiving the Holy Spirit we actually receive a whole
host of gifts. With God's Spirit come the sevenfold
gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, knowledge,
fortitude, piety, and fear of the Lord. And the fruits
of the Spirit as St. Paul lists them in Galatians 5
include love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
God knows that all of these gifts and fruits make us
very well equipped for life on earth, and for eternal
life in heaven! What more do we really need to ask
for?

Readings for the week of July 24, 2016
Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-3, 6-8/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13
Monday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1-6/Mt 20:20-28
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8-11, 13/Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-4, 10-11, 17-18/Mt
13:44-46
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1-6/Mt 13:47-53
Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:3842
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/Mt
14:1-12
Next Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17/Col 3:15, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21

Saturday, July 23rd
Joseph & Bronislawa Zoladz
Requested by Zoladz Family

4:00 PM

Sunday, July 24th
Michael DeMott
Requested by Family

9:00 AM

Thomas & Tommy Janes
Requested by Family

11:30 AM

Monday, July 25th
Linda Green
Requested by John Arasimowicz

12:10 PM

Tuesday, July 26th
Linda Hermanski
Requested by Boc Family

12:10 PM

Wednesday, July 27th
Sr. Mary Dorothy
Requested by Eleonora Davis

12:10 PM

Thursday, July 28th
Robert Connelly
Requested by Family

12:10 PM

Friday, July 29th
Krzysztof Sekowski
Requested by Boc Family

12:10 PM

Saturday, July 30th
Maria Paralta
Requested by Aileen & Nick Denovellis

4:00 PM

Sunday, July 31st
Bob McClintock
Requested by Emilio Masoero

9:00 AM

Maura Narvaez de Benitez—1st Anniversary 11:30 AM
Requested by Family

It is absolutely essential for the Church and for the
credibility of her message that she herself live and
testify to mercy. Her language and her gestures must
transmit mercy, so as to touch the hearts of all people
and inspire them once more to find the road that leads
to the Father. Misericordiae Vultus, no.12

